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We like the idea of salvation, but we do not like being saved.  We like the idea of being
happy, but we do not want joy.  We want to think in terms of all that we think good, but do not
want to be blessed; for to be blessed is to be blistered, worn, and trodden upon by this world. 
But these are the very things the Lord is telling us; what following the Lord means.  One who
loves this world is going to be disappointed.  One who knows this world is flawed, but that the
Lord is true, shall find their heart’s desire; that is, the true desire of every heart regenerated by the
Lord.

Blessed are the poor.  Matthew says poor in spirit.  Look behind what some want to say
are differences to see the reality.  Are you rich in this world?  Are you satisfied?  Some go to the
other extreme and bemoan all that is wrong with this world, but then elude to an unreality that
somehow, of we just get it right, we can be at peace in this world.  Peace with this world is
hostility toward God.  Mind you, He made it all, but this world has gone wrong.  There is good in
the world, but the world is not good.  To gain the whole world and lose your soul is to gain
nothing and lose everything.  Knowing this, what then do we do with being content with poverty
in this world.

I think of the story of a man in Tanzania.  His family lived on something like $400 a year. 
When queried about his condition, he said, “We may be poor, but we are not destitute.”  Poverty
as this world describes it is a fickle thing.  I suppose you might say I grew up poor.  I had one
pair of shoes, a couple pair of pants and two or three shirts.  But we didn’t think we were poor. 
We were just like everyone else around us.  My grandparents were even more poor in this
comparison.  But Jesus isn’t talking about stuff.  He’s talking about the state of our being.  If you
know that you are in poverty, that is, that you have nothing to really offer God, this is the
beginning place.

I suspect is saying this that some will become indignant.  Answer me this, then: what
does God actually gain if you follow Him?  Is He the richer?  Stop while you’re behind.  Of
course God is none the richer because there are those such as you and me who come to Him.  It
pleases Him to be sure, but He is none the richer.  If that were true, then God would not be all in
all.  God is overflowing and wants to share of His abundance and so we exist to receive what He
gives.  But until you realize that without Him you are in abject poverty, you cannot enter into
salvation.  The kingdom of God belongs to those who receive it.  You bring nothing but yourself
and what you receive is infinite in comparison.  There is another quite practical part of this that is
important in our day.  Far too many think too highly of themselves.  The one thing I get clearly
from Scripture is that I am nothing.  I am less than nothing.  I have no problem saying that.  Yes,
sinfully, I am sometimes irritated when others dismiss me, but this is true both ways.  In the Lord
we are everything and apart from the Lord, we are nothing.

I’m afraid this second blessing really is something that is blistering.  I know this because I
see it all the time.  There are those who think they know and do not because they are unwilling to
do the work.  This world is filled with cheats who go around pontificating, making themselves
look like they know when they do not.  If you know you do not know, then, in Christ, there is an
increasing hunger that comes.  I have not and will not stop learning because the Lord has
revealed in me an insatiable hunger for His truth.  I know my Bible because I take it in every day. 
And the funny thing is, those who don’t will argue with you, but if you know Scripture, you
know when they are bloviating.  If you are hungry, the Lord will fill you with His wisdom.  This



is why I constantly challenge you to be in God’s Word.  It is not just the good book, it is what
you need.  Many are spiritually starving to death because they will not eat from God’s Word. 
They are hungry, but are too proud to admit it.  I am a poor hungry man and I have no problem
telling you that the older I get, the more I realize how little I know.

Increasingly, it should be apparent that there is much hatred in this world.  The world
hates the Lord.  Recently, I watched a documentary on King David which followed the line that
National Geographic followed ten years ago.  It was this line that caused me to cancel my
subscription after thirty years.  You see, they cannot disprove King David’s existence, so they are
doing everything they can to cast a shadow of doubt.  Face it: the world hates the Lord.  If you
walk with the Lord, the world will hate you.  Here’s the problem.  We want to be liked and when
we are hated, we react because we want to be liked.  But in this age of wickedness, there is much
hatred and that hatred is fomented.  But there’s another thing.  We are to recognize that we are
hated because we follow Jesus, but we are to return the hatred with love.  Hatred is easy, love
takes Divine intervention.  The reward of heaven is that God’s love is in you.

On the one hand, there is nothing wrong with physical comforts.  We all enjoy them.  It is
quite another thing to live for them.  If you are content to live this life, seeking to gain all you
can, and going as far as you can in this world, in one sense, that is fine.  But if that is all there is,
then you are to be most pitied.  What good does it do to gain the whole world and lose your soul? 
But there is more behind this.  You know, we might ask the question, “How much is enough?” 
The answer we see is that no matter how much one who is rich has, they always want a little
more.  The reality of this has nothing to do with money, or possessions, but with power.  Money
is power.  In other words, it is the ability to sway and control.  Behind this is pride and pride is
what brought down the devil.  Ultimately, we are all fighting a fight against the pride that is
within us.  If one thinks they have all they need and are content in themselves, that is, rich, it is a
curse.  We were born under this curse.  When you know you are poor in spirit and need what
only the Lord can give, then you receive what the Lord gives.  This sounds so simple, but it is the
struggle we face each day as we seek to remain faithful to the calling of the Lord.  Trust in the
Lord above all things and He will satisfy your heart.  Trust in the riches of this world and in the
end you will have nothing.  Trust in the Lord and there will be no end and with Him there is
everything.

There is nothing wrong with being content unless such contentment is without the Lord. 
By this, I mean to say that if there isn’t a little push that is constantly in you, battling against the
things of this wicked age, well then, you may be in trouble.  Each day has its difficulties and we
see them all around.  The holy discontentment is one that sees reality and is willing to combat,
where possible, the schemes of the wicked one.  That is why Scripture tells us to be on the alert,
for the wicked one seek whom he may devour.  The Lord reminds us to always be shrewd, yet
remain innocent.  In your personal circumstances?  Yes, be content.  With the world?  Not until
the Lord comes.

We live in a contentious age where it is easy either to give up, or else think that all that
needs to be done has been done.  The reality is what the Lord has said and we do well to listen to
the whole counsel of our God and Savior.  The Lord knows what He is doing and has called us
into this journey of faith.  On the one hand, the burden is easy and the yoke is light.  On the other
hand, He tells us to take up our cross and follow Him.  Scripture has a wonderful sentence that
sums this up: “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you.” 
Simply put, do everything you can as if your life depended upon it, knowing that the Lord has



already accomplished all that needs to be done.

Come then into the light to which you have been invited that you may walk humbly with
the Lord who saves you.  Do not hold back, but invest yourself in His goodness and mercy; for
this shall last forever.  Be a realist and see things as they are knowing that the Lord already sees
all things and has revealed these things to you.

Yes, it is hard work, but may you now and always be blessed!  Amen.


